Iyov, Faith and Loyalty: High Holidays in the Era of COVID
R’ Mordechai Torczyner – torczyner@torontotorah.com

Outline of the Book of Iyov
Chapters 1-2 The story begins by putting humanity on trial: Are human beings loyal to Gd, or only to their own
perceived best interests?
Chapter 3

Iyov suffers, and responds with furious frustration

Chapters 4-26 Three rounds of debates with visitors Eliphaz, Bildad and Tzofar
Chapters 4-14
Round 1: Taking positions
Eliphaz: Gd is benevolent. Return to Gd, and Gd will embrace you
Bildad: Pain is part of growth
Tzofar: Gd has a plan
Iyov rejects their approaches
Chapters 15-21
Round 2: The punishment of the wicked
The visitors criticize Iyov more harshly, and argue that the wicked are punished
Iyov pleads for their empathy, while attacking Gd more strongly
Chapters 22-26
Round 3: Sharpening positions
Eliphaz and Bildad bring specific charges against Iyov
Iyov maintains inherently contradictory positions
Chapters 27-37 Closing speeches
Chapters 27-31
Iyov summarizes his experiences
Chapters 32-37

Elihu insists that Gd communicates and is benevolent and perfect

Chapters 38-41 Gd speaks: We cannot communicate
Chapter 42

Iyov apologize, and Gd defends and restores/rewards Iyov

Two surprises
1. Iyov 23:10-12

:ַנְּתי ִּא ְּמ ֵרי פִּ יו
ִּ  ִּמצְּ וַת ְּשפָתָ יו וְּ ל ֹא אָ ִּמיש מֵ חֻׁקִּ י צָ פ: בַ אֲשֻׁ רֹו אָ ֲחזָה ַרגְּ לִּ י דַ ְּרכֹו שָ מַ ְּר ִּתי וְּ ל ֹא אָ ט:כִּ י יָדַ ע דֶּ ֶּרְך עִּ מָ דִּ י בְּ חָ נַנִּ י ַכזָהָ ב אֵ צֵ א
For He knows my way; He has tested me, and I emerged like gold. On His path my foot has set out; I have guarded
His path, I will not stray. The command of His lips, I will not stray; in my path I have guarded the words of His mouth.
2. Iyov 13:23-24

: לָמָ ה ָפנֶּיָך תַ סְּ ִּתיר וְּ תַ חְּ ְּשבֵ נִּי לְּ אֹויֵב לְָך:אתי הֹ דִּ יעֵנִּ י
ִּ ָכַמָ ה לִּ י עֲֹונֹות וְּ חַ טָ אֹות? פִּ ְּשעִּ י וְּ חַ ט
How many sins and transgressions do I have? My rebellions and transgressions, inform me! Why do You hide Your
face, and consider me Your enemy?
3. Iyov 16:9

:ַיִּשטְּ מֵ נִּ י חָ ַרק ָעלַי בְּ ִּשנָיו צָ ִּרי יִּלְּ טֹוש עֵינָיו לִּ י
ְּ אַ פֹו טָ ַרף ו
His rage struck, and He hated me. He ground His teeth upon me; my Enemy flashes His eyes upon me.
4. Iyov 13:15-16

: גַם הּוא לִּ י לִּ ישּועָה כִּ י ל ֹא לְּ ָפנָיו חָ נֵף יָבֹוא: ַהֵ ן יִּקְּ טְּ לֵנִּ י לֹו ֲאיַחֵ ל אַ ְך דְּ ָרכַי אֶּ ל ָפנָיו אֹוכִּ יח
Though He will kill me, yet I will trust in Him; still, I will justify my ways before Him. He will also be a source of
salvation for me, for flattery will not come before Him.

5. Iyov 13:7-10

ַ הֹוכֵחַ יֹוכִּ יח: הֲטֹוב כִּ י־יַחְּ קֹ ר אֶּ ְּתכֶּם ִּאם־כְּ הָ תֵ ל בֶּ אֱנֹוש ְּתהָ תֵ ּלּו בֹו: ֲה ָפנָיו ִּתשָ אּון ִּאם־ ָלקֵ ל ְּת ִּריבּון:הַ לְּ קֵ ל ְּתדַ בְּ רּו עַוְּ לָה וְּ לֹו ְּתדַ בְּ רּו ְּר ִּמיָה
...אֶּ ְּתכֶּם
Will you speak wickedly for Gd, and speak deceitfully for Him? Will you gain His favour, will you fight for Gd? Will it
be good should He seek you? Or as one man deceives another, will you deceive Him? He will surely rebuke you…
6. Iyov 42:3-5

 לְּ שֵ מַ ע אֹ זֶּן ְּשמַ עְּ ִּתיָך וְּ עַתָ ה:הֹודיעֵנִּ י
ִּ ְּ ְּשמַ ע נָא וְּ אָ נֹ כִּ י אֲדַ בֵ ר אֶּ ְּשאָ לְּ ָך ו:ִּמי זֶּה מַ עְּ לִּ ים עֵצָ ה בְּ לִּ י דָ עַת ָלכֵן הִּ גַדְּ ִּתי וְּ ל ֹא אָ בִּ ין נִּפְּ לָאֹות ִּממֶּ נִּ י וְּ ל ֹא אֵ דָ ע
:עֵינִּ י ָראָ ְּתָך
Who is this who hides [Gd’s] counsel without knowledge? Therefore I spoke without understanding. It was wondrous
beyond me, and I did not know: “Listen now, and I will speak; I will ask of You, and You tell me.” My ears had
always heard of You, and now my eyes have seen You.
7. Iyov 42:7-8

:וַיְּהִּ י אַ חַ ר דִּ בֶּ ר ד' אֶּ ת הַ דְּ בָ ִּרים הָ אֵ ּלֶּה אֶּ ל ִּאיֹוב ַוי ֹאמֶּ ר ד ' אֶּ ל אֱלִּ יפַז הַ תֵ ימָ נִּ י חָ ָרה אַ פִּ י בְּ ָך ּובִּ ְּשנֵי ֵרעֶּיָך כִּ י ל ֹא ִּדבַ ְּרתֶּ ם אֵ לַי נְּכֹונָה כְּ עַבְּ דִּ י ִּאיֹוב
וְּ עַתָ ה קְּ חּו ָלכֶּם ִּשבְּ עָה פ ִָּרים וְּ ִּשבְּ עָה אֵ ילִּ ים ּולְּ כּו אֶּ ל עַבְּ דִּ י ִּאיֹוב וְּ הַ עֲלִּ יתֶּ ם עֹולָה בַ ע ְַּדכֶּם וְּ ִּאיֹוב עַבְּ ִּדי י ְִּּת ַפּלֵל ֲעלֵיכֶּם כִּ י ִּאם ָפנָיו אֶּ שָ א לְּ בִּ לְּ ִּתי
:עֲשֹות עִּ מָ כֶּם נְּ בָ לָה כִּ י ל ֹא דִּ בַ ְּרתֶּ ם אֵ לַי נְּכֹונָה כְּ עַבְּ דִּ י ִּאיֹוב
And after Gd said these words to Iyov, and Gd said to Eliphaz of Teiman: My anger rages against you, and against
your two friends, for you did not speak of Me properly, like My servant Iyov. And now, take for yourselves seven bulls
and seven rams, and go to My servant Iyov, and bring for yourselves a burnt offering, and Iyov My servant will pray
for you, for him I will favour, so as not to act with nevalah upon you. For you did not speak of Me properly, like My
servant Iyov.
The Narrative
8. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, pp. 118-125 (somewhat out of order)
Whenever I teach the book of Job, I find it almost impossible to get a class to entertain, even as a hypothetical
possibility, that these poems might be true. It seems obvious that stories about the fate of the wicked are patently false.
After all, the students can all name counterexamples. For myself, I do not know whether I believe the story told by the
friends about the fate of the wicked is true. I do, however, think that it is one of the most complex, difficult and
provocative claims made in the book, and that it is not adequately refuted in the way my students initially attempt.
Yet if such statements were intended as universal, exceptionless claims, only a deluded fool could believe them, and
whatever the friends may be, they are not fools… What is at stake between Job and the friends is making evident the
nature of the world, which each attempts to communicate through vivid evocations…
One cannot convince another of the truth of this perception by means of argument, for the issue is fundamentally one
of perception itself. Rather, as [Raphael] Demos says, one can only "evoke" a world, a vivid pattern of a whole… The
persuasive power of an iconic narrative does not derive from a simple empiricism. Although it cannot be wholly
disconfirmed by experience and remain plausible, the story remains surprisingly resilient in the face of a mixture of
conforming and nonconforming experience…
An example from contemporary American culture may illustrate. Consider popular business literature in which the story
is told, over and over, of the individual who turns a creative idea into a flourishing business. This is the iconic
narrative of entrepreneurial capitalism. Everyone knows that the large majority of new businesses fail, yet the story
does not lose its power… That story is seen as expressing the nature and essence of an entrepreneurial society with all
the static cleared away…
An anecdote about the success of the wicked cannot explain the reality of this world of values, which is experienced
as such every day. Such things may happen, but they are perceived as anomalies, lacking explanatory power. But the
story of the wicked overtaken by calamity, like the story of the restoration of the good person, rings true because it is
consonant with the foundational values of the society.
Application to Iyov
9. Iyov 5:17-18

: כִּ י הּוא יַכְּ ִּאיב וְּ יֶּחְּ בָ ש ִּי ְּמחַ ץ וְּ יָדָ יו ִּת ְּרפֶּינָה:הִּ נֵה אַ ְּש ֵרי אֱנֹוש יֹוכִּ חֶּ נּו אֱלֹוקַ ּומּוסַ ר שַ קַ י אַ ל ִּת ְּמאָ ס

Fortunate is the man whom Gd rebukes; do not reject the rebuke of Shakkai! For He causes pain and bandages; He
strikes, and His hands heal.
10. Iyov 1:1-5

 וַיְּהִּ י ִּמקְּ נֵהּו ִּשבְּ עַת: ַו ִּיּוָלְּ דּו לֹו ִּשבְּ עָה בָ נִּ ים וְּ שָ לֹוש בָ נֹות:ִּאיש הָ יָה בְּ אֶּ ֶּרץ עּוץ ִּאיֹוב ְּשמֹו וְּ הָ יָה הָ ִּאיש הַ הּוא תָ ם וְּ יָשָ ר וִּ ֵירא אֱֹלקִּ ים וְּ סָ ר מֵ ָרע
 וְּ הָ לְּ כּו:ּושֹל שֶּ ת אַ לְּ פֵי גְּ מַ ּלִּ ים ַוחֲמֵ ש מֵ אֹות צֶּ מֶּ ד בָ קָ ר ַוחֲמֵ ש מֵ אֹות אֲתֹונֹות ַו ֲעבֻׁדָ ה ַרבָ ה ְּמאֹ ד ַויְּהִּ י הָ ִּאיש הַ הּוא גָדֹול ִּמכָל בְּ נֵי קֶּ דֶּ ם
ְּ אַ לְּ פֵי צ ֹאן
ַיִּשלַח ִּאיֹוב וַיְּקַ דְּ שֵ ם
ְּ  ַויְּהִּ י כִּ י הִּ קִּ יפּו ְּימֵ י הַ ִּמ ְּשתֶּ ה ו:בָ נָיו וְּ עָשּו ִּמ ְּשתֶּ ה בֵ ית ִּאיש יֹומֹו וְּ שָ לְּ חּו וְּ קָ ְּראּו לִּ ְּשֹלשֶּ ת אַ חְּ יֹ תֵ יהֶּ ם ֶּלאֱכֹ ל וְּ לִּ ְּשתֹות עִּ מָ הֶּ ם
:וְּ הִּ ְּשכִּ ים בַ בֹ קֶּ ר וְּ הֶּ ֱעלָה עֹ לֹות ִּמסְּ פַר ֻׁכּלָם כִּ י אָ מַ ר ִּאיֹוב אּולַי חָ טְּ אּו בָ נַי ּובֵ רֲ כּו אֱֹלקִּ ים בִּ לְּ בָ בָ ם ָככָה ַיעֲשֶּ ה ִּאיֹוב כָל הַ י ִָּמים
There was a man named Iyov in Utz. The man was flawless and righteous, he revered Gd and stayed away from evil.
And seven sons and three daughters were born to him. And his property included 7,000 sheep and 3,000 camels
and 500 yoke of cattle and 500 donkeys and superlatively great production. The man was greater than any of those
in the East. And his sons went and made a feast, each on his day in his home, and they called their three sisters to eat
and drink with them. And when they completed the circuit of their feast days, Iyov sent and dedicated them, and he
woke early in the morning and he brought burnt offerings in their number, for Iyov said, “Perhaps my children sinned
and ‘blessed’ Gd in their heart.” So Iyov did regularly.
11. Iyov 19:25

:ַואֲנִּ י יָדַ עְּ ִּתי גֹ אֲלִּ י חָ י וְּ אַ חֲרֹון עַל ָעפָר יָקּום
And I know that my Redeemer lives, and He will remain standing upon the dust at the end.
12. Iyov 10:3

: ָהֲטֹוב לְּ ָך כִּ י תַ עֲשֹ ק כִּ י ִּת ְּמאַ ס ְּיגִּ י ַע ַכפֶּיָך וְּ עַל עֲצַ ת ְּרשָ עִּ ים הֹופָעְּ ת
Is it good to You that You cheat and that You despise the work of Your hand, and You are manifest upon the counsel
of the wicked?
13. Rashi to 42:7, based on Talmud, Bava Batra 16b

. ואם הוסיף לדבר מפני קושי יסורין אשר כבדו וחזקו עליו דבר...",הוא לא פשע בי כי אם על אשר אמר "תם ורשע הוא מכלה
He did not sin against Me other than by saying, “He destroys complete and wicked”… And if he added words, he
spoke because of the harsh suffering which weighed on him and overpowered him.
14. Rabbi Shabtai Sabato, Rosh Yeshivat Mitzpeh Yericho,  להיות תמיםLech Lecha 5773 (www.kiryatmoshe.co.il)

. לא רק נאמנות אלא גם נתינת אמון.ל נאמן? מכאן שהמילה "אמונה" מכילה הרבה יותר-ל אֱמּונָה ולא א- ֵמדוע בחר משה רבנו בתואר א
Why did Moshe Rabbeinu choose the description “Gd of emunah” and not “Gd who is neeman”? We see that the
word emunah includes more – not only trustworthiness, but also trusting.

