May We Accept German Converts?
Aryeh Lebowitz

I.  The Question - 162 'y NX) 29y 190
II. Are Germans Considered Amalek?
A. Reasons to assume they are.
1. DV X"y MMM ) 9T 1221 XY - Germany is DYTX DY NN,
2. 162 'y N) 29 190 - R’ Yosef Chaim Zonnenfeld from the Gra.
a. VP YD "N PON MYN VIV N W - doesn’t buy it.
3. Rav Chaim Soloveitchik quoted in payna 392 Ny 1M PHn oA has PrT in "M
D=7 MO0 "N PI9 ©I91n MIN.
a. Questionable based on NAP-T19P MM NMNXNN 19D D"
b. see pM7T ONT Mp where he makes a distinction between national and individual
mitzvah.
B. Reasons to assume they are not. N2 97 M9 - MO NYY 7315
III. Converting Amaleikim.
A. Source to Prohibit. w1 's o XN2»IN.
1. Problems.
a. IV PIDA P PIY MNY NN NIN - seems directly agains the pesukim 'N P39 "2 HNW
T0-Y DPIDA.
b. 319 'ny N39n M - strange choice of pesukim to prove the point.
c. seems against (Y¥1 M8y DOWN DTN PN) 12 MND and NOIVN NN HNNN) .NY PITNID
(Mva

2. Basic Approach of Rishonim and Acharonim - ny¥ nxMN. Y N3N N P19 PITNID 0"IN)
DY PITNIO XY MND T PIDS 'N PI9 "3 HNIY 3199
3. Approach of 21 VawA TN) XNDINN DY MWD NI - since he was an invalid convert
he can be killed yxy »a dy.
a. Problem - Maybe goy can be killed with TnX 7y because at least it is M7y, but not Sy
1YY *9 because it isn’t even MTY - see MINT P"9 PO W'NI.
B. Sources to Permit.
1. oW 7"axM 1"D 1'9 099N MaYN 0"IMI - have to totally destroy Amalek but they are
allowed to make peace with us.
2. m 97 YV - grandchildren of Haman.
a. PP "Ny "on mmn -
b. DY ©"WN MY - not really »a»a.
C. 19P 'y N571 pny - Can’t convert because of Nwy 9111, but once they convert they
are Jews.
d. DP 1" WX N - only a problem during war. see NPN 1270 NN W NN NIW.
3. oY 9N vav N"W - Rambam probably rejects the Mechilta.
C. Halacha. vnp 120 0"n 90 vVav N"W.
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5¢ - Kol Dodi Dofek Chapter 10

I heard the answer from my father of blessed memory. Every nation that conspires to destroy the
Jewish people is considered by the halakhah to be Amalek. My father added that as concerns
Amalek itslef we were commanded to perform two mitzvot: (a) [for the individual] to blot out
the memory of Amalek , which is incumbent on everyone [to slay] any individual member of
Amalek [that he encounters], as expounded in the Torah portion of Ki Tetzeh, "You shall blot
out the memory of Amalek" (Deuteronomy 25:19), and (b) [for the community] to engage in
communal military preparednes for war against Amalek, as it is explained in the Torah portion of
B'shalach, "The Lord will wage war with Amalek from generation to generation" (Exodus
17:16). With relation to any other nation that stands ready to destroy us, we are [now after the
time of Sennacherib] commanded to wage war against it [even] whil it prepares for war against
us, and our war against it is a "War of Mitzvah", in accordance with the command of the Torah
that "The Lord will wage war with Amalek from generation to generation." However, the
destruction of individuals, which is derived from the Torah portion of Ki Tetzeh, refers only to
the biological descendants of Amalek. The words of Maimonides include the obligation to wipe
out individuals, which does not apply to any other antion that plots destruction against the People
of Israel. However, since the obligation of warring with Amalek pertains to such a nation (as
well), he did not employ the phrase "And its memory has already been lost."
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