Did Moses know about Ipods and Electricity
Intruduction;

From the Paryer service of returning the Torah to the Ark [Proverbs 3/17-18, Lamentations 5/21];

	A tree of life to those who hold fast to it, and all who cling to it find happiness. Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace. Help us and guide us, inspire us and provide us with the wisdom Your Torah can show. Cause us to learn, renew and return, Just as in days of old.
	עֵץ חַיִּים הִיא לַמַּחֲזִיקִים בָּהּ וְתֹמְכֶיהָ מְאֻשָּׁר:  דְּרָכֶיהָ דַרְכֵי נֹעַם וְכָל נְתִיבֹתֶיהָ שָׁלוֹם: הֲשִׁיבֵנוּ יְקֹוָק אֵלֶיךָ וְנָשׁוּבָה חַדֵּשׁ יָמֵינוּ כְּקֶדֶם


 Tractate Chulin 6b-7a; 
	R’ Yehoshua son of Zaruz, son in-law of R’ Meir testified before REBI that R’ Meir would eat the leaves of the vegetables in Beit-She’an [without taking tithes], and REBI allowed the entire Beit She’an based on this testimony. His colleagues ganged up on him and said; “In a place that all your forefathers had the custom to forbid you are now permitting it? He answered them based on this verse; [Kings 2/18]; “And the copper snake that Moshe had made was destroyed, since the Jews were worshiping it”- Can it be that Asa the king was in power and didn’t destroy it,  and Yehoshafat the king was in power and didn’t destroy it? After all, it’s well known that these two kings destroyed all Idolatry in the world? Rather, “a place is left by your forebears to fence in”! So too, my forebears left me a place to fence in.  From here we learnt that whenever a Scholar reports a decision [no matter how strange it may sound] he should not be made to move from his tradition/some say not be rejected, others say that he should not be regarded as an arrogant. 
	העיד רבי יהושע בן זרוז בן חמיו של רבי מאיר לפני רבי על ר"מ שאכל עלה של ירק בבית שאן, והתיר רבי את בית שאן כולה על ידו. חברו עליו…, אמרו לו: מקום שאבותיך ואבות אבותיך נהגו בו איסור, אתה תנהוג בו היתר? דרש להן מקרא זה: וכתת נחש הנחשת אשר עשה משה כי עד הימים ההמה היו בני ישראל מקטרים לו ויקרא לו נחושתן, אפשר בא אסא ולא ביערו, בא יהושפט ולא ביערו? והלא כל עבודה זרה שבעולם אסא ויהושפט ביערום! אלא מקום הניחו לו אבותיו להתגדר בו, אף אני מקום הניחו לי אבותי להתגדר בו. מכאן, לתלמיד חכם שאמר דבר הלכה, שאין מזיחין אותו, ואמרי לה: אין מזניחין אותו, ואמרי לה: אין מזחיחין אותו


Method; Doesn’t change, applied differently to each situation/generation. 

Tracate Shabbat 10a; 
	It says “Prepare to meet your G-d of Israel”- 

· Raba son of R’ Huna; Put on stockings.
· Raba removed his cloak, clasped his hands and prayed.  
	רבא בר רב הונא רמי פוזמקי ומצלי, אמר הכון לקראת וגו'. רבא שדי גלימיה ופכר ידיה, ומצלי. אמר: כעבדא קמיה מריה. 


Code of Jewish law OC 91/2
	You have to put on an outer tie around your clothing for prayer since it says “prepare to meet your G-d of Israel”, but the rest of blessings it’s o.k with pants only even without a belt. 
	צריך לאזור אזור בשעת התפלה משום הכון (עמוס ד, יב) אבל שאר ברכות מותר לברך בלא חגורה, מאחר שיש לו מכנסים 


1) Turning on Electric Incandescent & Halogen lights on Shabbat
Biblical prohibition; Heating a metal bar on Shabbat; 

	Rambam (Shabbat 12:1): One who heats a metal bar in order to temper it in water has violated the biblical prohibition of lighting .  
	Ravad-  heating a metal bar until it glows is prohibited because of either cooking or as ma'keh bepatish, completing a nearly finished process.

	
	

	Overwhelming majority; Turning on an electric light on Shabbat which heats a metal filament until it glows - violates the biblical prohibition of lighting a flame;

· Beit Yitzchak (R’ Yizchak Shmelkish, Poland/Lithuania 1827-1905,   YD 1:120) 
· Achiezer (R’ Chaim Ozer Grozinski, 1863-1940, Last Main Rabbi of Vilna 3:60;)

· Melamed LeHoil (R’ David Zvi Hoffman, 1843-1921, Germany, Orach Chaim 49; )

· Tzitz Eliezer ( R’ Eliezer Valdenberg, 1917- Jerusalem 3:17;)

·  Chelkat Yaakov (R’ Mordechai Breish, 1896 Poland-1977 Zurich 1:52 
	Some- while a biblical prohibition is violated, the prohibition is that of cooking; 

· Chazon Ish (R’ Avraham Yeshayhu Karlitz, 1954 Bnei Berak, OC 50:9); 
· Shevet Levi (R’ Shlomo Levi Wazner, 1914 Austria-Jerusalem, 1:47)


Rabbinic Prohibition; The Biblical prohibition is only when you heat a metal bar until it glows in order to affect the metal/temper the iron. Accordingly, just the generation of light and heat or any incidental heating of the metal [with the intent for light only] is an action not intended for its designated purpose (melacha she'einah tzrichah legufah) and only a Rabbinic prohibition occurs [Maharsham [R’ Shalom Shevadran, 1835 Poland-1911, 2:246; Levush Mordechai [1866- 1934, Rosh Yeshiva of famed Shalebodka, then Chevron YESHIVA, OC pp. 47-51]. 
2)  Non-Incandescent Lights & Electrical Appliances
· Fluorescent [generate light by exciting a gas and thereby causing light to be emitted; virtually no heat is generated. With no "starter" today (that produced a small spark which started the fluorescent light), they are not considered to be identical to incandescent lights];

· Neon [generate light by electrically exciting gasses; no flame is produced. So too, LE and LC displays have no filament].   
The consensus;  Prohibited to turn on electrical appliances on Shabbat for possible 7 Reasons; 

	Group 1; completion of a circuit which causes current to flow;

1. Turning on an appliance is analogous to creating something new (molid) which is prohibited on Shabbat. 
2. Completion of a circuit is prohibited because it is a form of building (boneh). 
3. Turning on an appliance violates the prohibition of ma'keh bepatish (completing a product). 
4. Completion of a circuit must kindle sparks and therefore is prohibited because it creates a flame. 
	Group 2;  the source of the prohibition in running (and not turning on) the appliance;
5. The use of any electrical current leads to an increase in fuel consumption at the power station, which is prohibited. 
6. Heating of a metal transistor or wire, even when no visible light is emitted, is prohibited because of cooking or burning. 


7) Rabbi Auerbach (Minchat Shlomo 74, 84)- “In my opinion there is no prohibition [to use electricity] on Shabbat or Yom Tov... There is no prohibition of ma'keh bepatish or molid... (However, I [Rabbi Auerbach] am afraid that the masses will err and turn on incandescent lights on Shabbat, and thus I do not permit electricity absent great need...) ... This matter requires further analysis.  Furthermore, since the tradition forbids the use of electricity, and this tradition received near unanimous approval from rabbinic authorities in the normal course of events observant Jews should accept this tradition (even though he feels it is based on incorrect premises) except in urgent need where one to rely that electricity is permitted where no heat or light is generated. 

3) Erasing Sacred texts from a Computer Screen

[If prohibited- We can’t use it for Torah Study; You can’t retain the name in its position for eternity, since when the text on the screen shifts, it’s actually erasing the text from one area and re-writing it in another.]
Devarim 12:2-3: "You shall utterly destroy all the places in which the nations whom you are to dispossess served their gods... and you shall overthrow their altars, and break their pillars... and destroy their name out of that place." "you shall not do so to the Lord your God." 
Sifri- we are thus enjoined not to rub out the name of God. 
Rambam (Sefer Ha- mitzvot lo ta'aseh 65): "Likewise, one must not erase the holy names. And one must not destroy the holy writings. As it is written, 'You shall surely destroy ...'", So too the Rama (OC 152:1).   
  Two ways of understanding; 
	1) Erasing not allowed!
	2) God's name written accurately but lacking inherent sanctity (e.g. if written with inappropriate attention to its meaning or without intention to sanctify) - is forbidden to erase if it will degradate God's name. 


Galleys, pages printed solely for the purpose of proof- reading; 
	No if G-ds name appears. 
	Netziv, Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, 1893-1817 Meishiv Da'at, 2:80)- allowed the disposal through burning, on the basis that there was no intent to sanctifying these sheets. 
	Ein Yitzchak  [Rav Yitzchak Elchanan Spector, 1817-1896, OC 5)- added the additional requirement, if possible, of having negative intent - specifically intending not to impart sanctity at the time of printing. 


Computer Screens

Tractate Megilla (32a): "Rav Matna said: The 'luchot' and the podium do not have any sanctity."
	Some Rishonim translate "luchot" to be the blank margins of a sefer Torah.
	Rav Yitzchak Elchanan Spector (regarding Gallys); the Rambam (Sefer Torah 10:4) chalk boards used to teach children. Rav Spector proves from this that if there is no positive intent for permanent writing - then this renders the writing devoid of sanctity.   [In the year 2006- How much more so with a computer screen - with any use, it will "scroll" and "erase" the writing from its original position]
	Tashbetz (1361-1444 Algeria, responsum 2)- writing on chalk boards, although not permanent, had sanctity.


OTHER CONSIDERATIONS;

1a) Written name of G-d not in the font of the Torah  proscribe erasure? (Orchot Chaim, YD, page 29.) 
1b) Chak tokhot - a holy name formed by removing ink from a surface so that the remaining ink forms letters: does such writing prohibit erasure? (Beit Shelomo [YD 2:134]- majority allow erasure in this case.) 
2) Hashem's name translated into another language; Majority allow  erasure (Yabia Omer, YD 4:20).
 3) Screen/Projector [shutting off]-  The screen; a vast array of tiny "pixels" or dots which are lit, forming any character or picture required.  In the slightly concave cathode tube of a regular monitor, this is achieved through an electron beam guided by a variable magnetic field, shot at a screen coated with phosphorus which then glow.  With a flat screen, the feat is accomplished using a liquid crystalline layer which polarizes or lines up in one direction, becoming opaque.  Both media require a constantly renewed flow of energy to remain visible.


Is the "writing" on the screen halakhically considered writing?

1)  Lack of permanence: doesn’t APPEAR to be permanent, but “repeated loop” might be.
2)  Projection: The reflecting wall is really physically unchanged. The pixels are.  The glowing phosphor reacts with the energy beamed to it by sending out energy in a new form of light.  The crystal-liquid display is being re-arranged - creating a physical representation of character-writing. 
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